File inserted into Admin. Code 1-1-2014. May not be current beginning 1 month after insert date. For current adm. code see:

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code
243 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORATION Trans 200.02

Chapter Trans 200
ERECTION OF SIGNS ON PUBLIC HIGHWAYS AND HANDICAPPED PARKING SIGNS

Trans200.01 Purpose. Trans 200.05 Warning signs for undground transmission lines.
Trans 200.015 Definitions. Trans 200.055 Warning signs for utility work areas.

Trans 200.02 Authority for the erection of signs. Trans 200.06 Specific information and business signs.

Trans 200.03 Guidance signs for resorts, hotels, county institutions, etc. Trans 200.07 Handicapped parking signs.

Trans 200.04 Prohibited signs and signals. Trans 200.08 Tourist—oriented directional signs.

Trans 200.01 Purpose. The purpose of thishapter is to (k) “Maintain” means to keep in a state of repafiiciency,
interpretand implement ss. 86.19, 86.191, 86.195, 86.196, 340@1validity; to preserve from failure or decline; and to alltow
(73m),346._41 and 346.503, Stats., relatin_g to erection and-mad@xist.
tenanceof signs on public highways and signs relatexeerved (L) “Motorist service’means a service that qualifies under s.
parking spaces for handlcapped persor‘fmls chapter does not Trans200.06 (2).
applyto signs erected and maintairgdproperty beyond the lim () “Motorist service sign” means arfiefal traffic sign that
its of a public highwayexcept signs related to reserved parking,.judesone or more othe words “GAS.” “FOOD,” “LODG
SPH‘%Cte%flhg”;%'Cappe? persons. 1), Regsy 1950, N0, NG/ “CAMPING or "ATTRACTION" and directional infor

Istory: —2-900; renum. frrom . ana am. , Regl , NO. : H o H i 7
295, eff. é/—l—SO; rand recy Registerh)llarch, 1984, No. 339,fef491—84; am. Regis mation, but does not Idemlfy the bUSIHESth the service or
ter, July, 1992, No. 439, &f8-1-92;am. RegisterMarch, 1999, No. 519, &f the name of the brand of productéeoéd.

4-1-99. (mg) “Region” means the geographical area under the admin
istrationof a region dice.

(mr) “Region ofice” means an dite of the division of trans

rtation system development of tleepartment of transporta

Trans 200.015 Definitions. (1) The definitions of words
andphrases in ch®4, 86, 340 and 990, Stats., except s. 990.%
(12), Stats., apply to this chapter unless dedéint definition is o,

specifically provided. B e . _— .
. ) (n) “Specific information sign” means a rectangular sign panel
(2) In this chapter: thatdisplays:
(a) “Business sign” means a separately attached sign mounted1, One or more ofhe words, “GAS,” “FOOD,” “LODG
on a specific information sign to show the brand, symtatle  |NG,” “CAMPING” or “ATTRACTION”;
mark or name, or combination of these, #motorist service
availableon a crossroad at or neat interchange or an intersec . .
tion. Each sign on an exit ramp sign underrang 200.06 (7ja) 3. One or more business signs. _
4.is a separate business sign. (o) “State trunk highway” means a highway designated as part
“ ; ; " ; ; +n Of the state trunk highway system as provided in s. 84.02, Stats.,
a fr(g()ewg;?c/)?rghogiwelgzwzz means a highway that is ne'm(:%cluding national parkways as provided in s. 84.105 &as.,
w o R . . andinterstate highways as provided in s. 84.29 (2), Stats.
() “Double-exit interchange” means a highway interchange B . . o N
(p) “Tourist—oriented directional assembly” means a group of

;?gmt%/hévggrﬁ ; )é'itréizinopnsJv?trhtroﬁlbeagﬁ)tr?:g;r;g;gii énttg rc():r?:i]j?ree neto 4 tourist-oriented directional signs attached to the same
tion .Of travel on the .inte'jseCt.ing highwa‘y anc.j theer e.Xit ra_mp cl)—isi;.[ory: Cr. RegisterMarch, 1984, No. 339, ef4-1-84; emag. am. (2) (e), cr
leadingto the opposite direction of travel tre intersecting high  (2) (im), . (2) (0), ef. 6-13-86; cr(2) (im), t (2) (0), RegisterSeptember 986, No.
way. 369, eff. 10-1-86; am. (2) (e), Registéfebruary1987, No. 374eff. 3-1-87; am.

u N . .(2) (@), £ (2) (c), cr(2) (jm), (0) and (p), Registeduly, 1992, No. 439, &f8-1-92;
(9) “Erect” means to construct, manufacture, fabricate, buildr 06-103: am. (2) (m) and'(n) 1. Register July 2007 No. 6L.8-€f-07; correc

raise,assemble, place,fad, attach, create, paint, draar in any tionsin (2) (d), (¢) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6., Stats., and renum. (2) (d), (e) to (2)
otherway bring inqo being or establish a sigrstgn stflljcture b)l’Jt (mg), (mr) under's. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register February 2013 No. 686.

it does not include any of the foregoing activities when performed
ascustomary maintenance of the sign or sign structure.

2. Directional information; and

Trans 200.02 Authority for the erection of signs.
o - e - . (1) Thedepartment ofransportation or its authorized representa
_(h) “Exit ramp sign” means a specific_information sigesin the case of the marked routes of state trunk highways, and
installedalong the ramp or at the ramp terminal at single-exf{a| authorities with respect to highways under their exclusive
interchangesthat correspondfo the specific information sign jyrisdiction, may place and maintaguch trafic signs and signals
alongthe main roadwaybut which is reduced in size. asthey deem necessary to warn, guide, inform, and regulate traf
(i) “Federal-aid primary highway” means a highway desidic, and also such signs and signals as are expressly permitted or
natedby the department and approved by the secretary of tiegjuiredby the statutes or by thesegulations, subject, howeyer
United States department of transportation under s. 84.105torsuch limitations and restrictions as are contained in the statutes
84.29,Stats., and 23 USC 103 (b) or 103 (e). andthese regulations.

(im) “Federal—aid secondary highway” means a highway des (2) Thedepartment of transportatievith respect to the state
ignatedby the department and approved by the secretattyeof trunk highway system, and local authorities with respect to-high
United States department of transportation ureleB4.01 (15), waysunder their jurisdiction, may erect or permit any department
Stats.,and 23 USC 103 (c) that imder the jurisdiction of the of the federal, state or local government to erect such standard

department. signsas the department of transportation or local authodéesn
() “Guidance sign” means sign permitted under srans necessaryo inform and warn the public of federal or state laws,
200.03. local ordinances and lawful regulations by any such department.
. ) History: 1-2-56; am. (2), Registelune, 1973, No. 210,fe7-1-73; renum. from
(im) “Install” has the same meaning as “erect.” Hy 10.02 and am., Registeluly 1980, No. 295, &8-1-80.
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Trans 200.03 Guidance signs for resorts, hotels, (2) Whenwarning signs are permitted accordance with this
county institutions, etc. (1) Any person or persons conduct chapterthey shall be placed on highway right of way within 2 feet
ing a summer or winter resort, hotel, or any place of public-ent@f the fence or right of way line such a manner that the face of
tainmentor instruction, or any place of religiousrship, or per thesign roughly parallels the highway centerline and shall be so
sonshaving chage of any county institution or of arsgientific adjustedas toheight that they will in no way impair vision at inter
experiment for the furtherance of agriculture or other sciencesmctions,curves, railroad crossings or private entranc8gns
art may bepermitted to erect guidance signs of a type approvethy be erected at the following prescribed locations:
by the department subjetd the conditions contained in this sec  (a) On one or both sides of a public highway or railroad right

tion. . . . . of way which the undground transmission line crosses.
_(2) No guidance sign may be permitted on freeways, includ (b) On one or both sides of a stream wider than 50 fetteln
ing the national system of interstate highways. caseof navigable streams or channels, additisighs may be

(3) Only where such institution or business is located removeeérmittedin the stream at such locations approved by the authority
from the state trunkighway system may such guidance signs deaving control of navigation.
erected. (c) On one side of a small stream or drainage ditch.

(4) Suchguidance signs may be erected at only 2 intersections(d) At such intermediate points that signs will be located at
of thestate trunk highway system with county highways or towitervalsof approximately one—half mile.
roads,and at such intersections of county or tdwghways asare (&) At such othepoints as may be specifically authorized upon
deemedhecessarpy the local authorities having jurisdiction over; yetermination that such additiorsigns are necessary to reduce
thosehighways. . thelikelihood of damage to the transmission lines.

(5) Onesign of an approved size and shape may be erected aj3) 11 signs shall be rectangular in shape and ngetahan
theentrance to any of the enumerated institutions or businessgs:y’1g" \when mounted horizontally or notdgr tharl2” x 18"

(6) No person may be permitted to erect or maintain a-guigshen mounted vertically Roof-type aerial markers shall not
ancesign on a highway ifhat person has any advertising sign iRxceed24” x 18’ measured on the plane connecting the 4 lower
the vicinity of the intersection where the guidance sign is preornersof the marker with a maximum vertical dimension 6f 8
posedto be erected or has a businsigm under s.fns 200.06 Adequate contrasting colorcombinations for signs may be
onthe same highway selectedat the discretion of the utilityexcept that the following

(7) All guidance signs erected on any public highway shall Be-colorcombinations are specifically prohibited:
of a type and desigapproved by the department. No flashing, (a) Black on federal yellow
illuminated,or reflecting signs or installation shall be permitted. (b) White on red (except where specifically required by other

(8) No guidance sign may be erected upon state trunk highwaya| authority).
right of way at an intersection with the state trunk highway system (3m) The signs shall not be reflectorized
until the location and manner of erection of the sign have the writ o : L .
tenapproval of the department. No guidance sign may be erected?) In addition to the warninqiessage, the signs may include
onthe right of way of a county and town highway until the locatiopin &TOW Or arrowsndicating the general direction taken by the
andmanner of erection of the sign have the written approwakof tansmissioriine. The arrow signs may also be separate from the
local authorities having jurisdiction over the said highway  Warningsign, inwhich case they shall be not greater tham 42

. . . .. in size. The warning signs may catig name, address, and tele
_(9) All guidance signs and their supports shall be m_amtalr_lr@ one number of the company owning the transmission line, pro
in good condition. Signs or installations not satisfactorily maiy;jeq that such lettering shall not exceed one inch in vertical
tainedshall be removed by thefilers in chage of the mainte  poignt The word “Danger” shall generally be avoided unless spe

nanceof the highway e ; . >
History: 1-2-56; renum. from Hy 10,03 and am. (1), (6) and (7), Registy cifically required by statute or othkagal authority No advertis

1980,No. 295, et 8-1-80; r (5), renum. (2) to (4) and (6) to (8)he (3) to (5) and NG Will be permitted except that the signs may carry the company
(7)to (9); ct (2) and (6), RegisteMarch, 1984, No. 339, e#4-1-84. symbolprovided thasuch symbol is restricted in size to a mini
mum of one inch and a maximum of 20% of the vertical height of

Trans 200.04  Prohibited signs and signals. (1) No  thesign. Such restrictiorghall apply to both horizontal and verti
personmay erect, cause toe erected, permit to be erected, ogg| dimensions of the symbol.

maintainany advertising, warning, route, guide, information,

regulatorysign or signalvithin the limits of any highway except andre :
) . placed as necessary by the company owning them. They
asauthorized in s. fns 200.02, 200.'03: 200.05 or 200.06. . shallbe moved by the company at its own expense upon request
(2) No person mayplace or maintain nor may any publicfom the authority maintaining the highway

authority permit upon any highway arnfficial traffic control (6) In accepting permission to erect signs of the type provided

device bearing thereon any commercial advertising except g’ .o -
’ pterthe company (or cooperativajrees that such
authorizedn s. Trans 200.06. (See ss. 346.41 and 349.09, Star%zrmissionin no way constitutes assumption by the highway

(3) No local authority shalplace or maintain any stop sign Ofmajntainingauthority of any liability for any damage to the trans
traffic control signal which stops or regulates the moveneént yissionline resulting from work performed by @r said high
traffic on or entering the state trunk highway system or the urbgn authority

extensionf the marked routes thereof, designated by the statute

P - 7) Theregulations of this chapter shall not be retroactive but
asconnectinchighways, without the approval of the departmen " :
History: 1-2-56; am. (1), Registehune, 1959, No. 42 fe7~1-59: renumfrom %hallapply to all sigrinstallations made subsequent to the date of

Hy 10.04 and am., Regisfeuly 1980, No. 295, é18-1-80;am. (1) and (2), Regis adoptionof this chapterand shall also apply to any replacement
ter, March, 1984, No. 339, £#-1-84. of existing signs made after said date.
(8) Specialcases where applicatiaf this general policy is

Trans 200.05 Warning signs for underground trans - : ' )
mission lines. (1) Subject to the conditions set forth in thisdeemedmpractlcal, inadequate or unreasonaiiiall be subject

chapterand in compliance with the provisions of s. 86 36ts., to special study and individual decision by the department as to

: o : disposition.
thedepartmem may grant _permlts t_O pulnjtdlty C(.)mpan.le.s and . History: Cr. RegisterJune, 1959, No. 42,fe7-1-59;renum. from Hy 19.05 and
cooperatives to erect on highway right of way signs giving notigg (1)and (8), Registeduly 1980, No. 295, &f8-1-80.
of the presence afindeground conduit, cables or pipe for the
transmissiorof electric powercommunications or liquid or gas  Trans 200.055 Warning signs for utility work  areas.

eousfuels. Thefirst advance warning sign and the “END UTILITY WORK”

(5) All signs and their supports shall be erectedintained,
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signshall be placed in accordance with thisédnsin manual on  (n) No business sign may be erected or maintained that does
uniform traffic control devices, the departmentitility accom not meet the departmentSpecifications.

modationpolicy, or any other work zone tfaf control guidance (o) No business sign may be erected or maintained that has an
that has been accepted for reguiese by the department with gpjectionableappearance as determined by the departmertbdue
respectio the state trunk highway systear,a countytown, or  vandalismfading, deterioration or other causes.

municipality with respect to highways under their jurisdiction. (p) No business sign may be erected or maintdiorea motor
Note: Authority for the Manual on Uniform &ffic Control Devices is found at . . . . N
5.84.02 (4) (e), Stats. Section 227.01 (13) (d), S, states that the DepartmentISt service that does not fuffill the service requirements of s.

is exempt from rulemaking with regard to uséighways that is made known to the 86.195(3), Stats.

public by means of signs or signals. A copy of the Departsiehifity Accommoda : ; : ;

tion Policy may be obtained, without cost, by writing to the Divisionrafi$porta- (q) No busme_ss sign may be erected or maintained by any

tion Infrastructure Development, Bureau of Highway Operation®). lBox 7986, applicantfor the sign.

Roﬁir;‘tgf’lg '\é?dé?’;vst"\’r"\?:;?Z‘lg%?-No 510, B1-1-99 (1) No businessign may be erected or maintained that fails to
y: L1 Registe 2999, 0525, ' conformwith s. 86.1986.191, 86.195 or 346.41, Stats., or rules

e . . interpretingand implementing these statutes, as determined by the
Trans 200.06 Specific information and business depa?rtmer?t. P 9 4

signs. (1) SGNSPERMITTED. The department may authorize the
erectionand maintenance of business signs on specific informa
tion signs in accordance with s. 86.195, Stats., subject to the for

(s) No business sign may be erected or maintaimetfails to
nformwith Wisconsin statutes or federal statutes.

lowing restrictions: (t) No business sign may be erected or maintained in violation
(©) No business sign may be erectedhaintained for any of an order of the department or any court of competent jurisdic
tion.

business that has a guidance sign underansr200.03 on the

samehighway unless the guidance sign is removed before the(u) No business sign may be erected or maintained for any
businesssign is erected. businesshat fails to conform with all applicable lawsencerning

(d) When a businessign is erected, any existing motorist—serﬁgﬁ pigor:/ 'zggf g;f usbé')fuz?(i)orirgmgggﬂoonrsnggggglt g?ig?r:d to race,
vice signs for the samservices at the same intersection in the glon, ' ' - gin.
samedirection shall be removed. (v) Sign removal shall not ltayed by filing any appeal of the

(f) Any person permitted to have a business sign shall provifgPa/tmentdecision or order to remove asign.
any supplemental signing deemed necessary to guidie tafhe (W) Slgnremoyal shall not &ct a sign requesfcsrllablllty fo_r
motoristservice. Supplemental signing includes ramp signing 8PY Unpaid fees, interest and costs of collection as determined by
otherlawful signing. the department.

(g) No businessign may be erected or maintained on an exit (2) SERVICESPERMITTED. The motorist services for whithe
rampsign without a corresponding business sign on the speciigPartmenmay authorize the erection and maintenandeust
information sign along the main roadway business sign may N€SSSIgns on specific information signs within a highwaylane
beerected and maintained on a specific information sign atang it€d_t0 "GAS,” *FOOD,” “LODGING,” *CAMPING” or
main roadway without a corresponding business sign on an eXifl | RACTION” in accordance with s. 86.195 (3), Stats.

: - Note: The 36 highway segments currently (2005-06) desigrestesigible for
rampsign unless deemed necessary by the department to gyide < < Hre PO O%’thegmap il 2’66 Appendi)x 9 9
traffic to the motorist service.

_ _ o (2g) GENERAL REQUIREMENTSFOR “ATTRACTION” ELIGIBILITY.

(h) No business sign may be erected or maintained on-a frgg qualify for display on a specific information sign as an
way for a business that is reached by any other freeNayousi  “ATTRACTION,” a business shall meet the following criteria:
nesssign may be erected or maintainad an expressway for a (a) Have the primary purpose pfoviding amusement, histeri

businesshat is reached bgny other expressway or by any Hee ., " v ral or leisure activities to the public.
way. No business sign may be erected or maintained on a eonvén

tional highway for a business that is reachgdny other conven () Be of regional significance.
tional state trunk highway or by any expresswajreeway The (c) Provide adequate parking to accommodate norméttraf
departmentay allow exceptions to the restrictinghis para  volumes for the facility
graphwhen it deems it necessary to provide motorists with service(d) Not be identified on any supplemental signing under sub.
information. (1) (f) or guidance sign on the same route as the spétifiona
(i) No business sign may be erected or maintained at a locafiof sign.
where there is an intersection or interchange on the same highwayge) Be located within 3 miles of the interchange and have ade
betweenthe sign location and the intersection or interchange qiate signage to direct motorigisheir location after exiting the
which the business to which the sign applies is located. This patigghway. If no business, facilityor activity in the category of
graphdoes not apply to double—exit interchanges. “ATTRACTION" is available or chooses to participate in the spe
() No business sign may be erected or maintained at less tB#i§ information sigrprogram within the 3—-mile limit, the limit
normal spacing in order to accommodate the sign betweenMRYbe extended to a maximum distance of not more than 5 miles

successivéntersections or interchanges. This paragraph does fi@m the highway unless the distance limit for the category of
applyto double—exit interchanges. “ATTRACTION" is increased by a statutory enactment of the

(k) When thereare more business signs requested than tM\g’sconsinLegisIature that is consistent with federal .law
numberthat may be permitted, the businesses with existing per (f) Comply with laws concerning thgrovisions of public
mitted signs shall have priority; then the businesses that are negcommodationwithout regard taace, religion, colorage, sex,
estthe through federal-aidrimary or secondary highway shallor national origin, and laws concerning the licensing and approval
havenext priority At double—exit interchanges, the distashall  Of service facilities.
be measuredseparately for each pair of double exits, and the (g) Have adequate supplemental signage under sub. (1) (f) to
shorterdistance shall determine priority directmotorists to their location after exiting the highway

L) Anv businessian for a motorist service operated on a sea Note: The 3 to 5-mile distance to servicesllimitation in ng) (e)is re_quired )
sor(la)lbasi)s/ shall be rgmoved or covered durin‘p OBSONS gy s. 86.195 (5) (a), Stat005-06). The public accommodations requirement in
[s= : par.(29) (f) is required by Section 2/ of the 20031anual on Uniform Taffic Con-

(m) No business sign, brand, symbol, trademark or any oth@LDevices (Revl included) that reads: “Eligible service facilities shall comply

PN L with laws concerning the provisions piiblic accommodations without regard to
messagenay be erected or maintained that resembles digjebf |, ce religion, color age, sex, or national origin, and laws conceming the licensing

traffic control device or railroad sign or signal. andapproval of service facilities.”
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(2r) Abvisory counciL. The advisory council appointed by beyondthe local community While the conceptf regional sig
the department under ss. 15.04 (1) (c) and 15.09, Stats., for tliicanceis consistent around the state, the significance of a given
tourist-oriented directional sign program undermn§200.08 attractionshould be considered relative to oth#ractions in the
(3) shall also serve as the advisory council to re\applications area. Areas of the state that are more heavily tourism oriented and
for the display of business signs on specific information signstimoseareas that areore rural and less densely populated may
the “ATTRACTION” category The departmerghall make the resultin different determinations of regional significance.
final decision on applications. The department may act on any 2. Regionally significant attractions are more likely to be pre-
applicationnot acted upon by the advisory council within 60 daysiannedultimate destinations than convenience stops.
of forwarding of the application to treouncil. Members of the 3 Annyal attendance, typically over 5,000 at minimsipe
advisory council will not be compensated for their services Q§t geographic market, percent of customers or visitors from
reimbursedor their expenses, except tepartment may réi ey ond50-mile radius, existence and size of a regional advertis
burseprivate citizen members in hardship cases for actual budget, the number of parking spaces, accommodations to
necessargxpenses incurred in the performance of their duties; angjelamge groups such as transit or tour bus facilities, the-num
(@) Amusement, historical, cultural or leigumctivities. In  per of seats irperforming arts facilities, the percentage of out—
making its recommendations regarding whethera@plicantS  of-stateplates, the number of hours and days of continuous-opera
businesgjualifies as an “ATRACTION,” the advisorycouncil tions, the availability and number or tours, and the expected

may consider the following non-exclusive list of busin&ssli-  contributionto the success of regional tourism may alsadre
tiesthat presumptively provide amusement, historical, cultural sidered indicators of regional significance.

leisureactivities to the public: . (d) Changeable eleabnic signs. Due to spacing require
1. Agri—tourism businesses such as breweries, gardensents, geographic and other limitations dhe number of

cheesdactories, vineyards, and wineries. “ATTRACTION” category sign opportunities thay be avail

2. Aquariums, wildlife facilities, wildlife preservewildlife ~ able, the department may allowhangeable electronic sign
sanctuariesand zoo facilities. technologyfor the specific information sign progremthe extent

3. Cultural, historic or scientific sites, galleries, halls of fam@ermittedoy federal laws and regulatiord subject to the abil
museumsand performing arts facilities. ity to meet contractual and cost provisions acceptable to the

department.Changeable electronic signs may serve to make the

. . . limited number of spaces available to morel TRACTIONS”
ities, nature preserves, nature sanctuaries, observation pmgﬁd

observationtowers, parksscenic areas, trails, lakes, waterfalls; other pe.rm.ltted Categques. . .
waterwaysand blufs. (e) Permissive alternativeecommendations when appri-

If the advisorycouncil recommends against allowing an
RACTION" category sign tan applicant, the council may

4. Natureor scenic areas such as beachegegomnature facil

. e . ate.
5. Recreation facilities such as amusement parks, casinggr
racetracksspeedways, and theme parks. recommend-

6. Religious sites or shrines. Religious sites or shrigps, 1. Alternative signing undehe tourist-oriented directional
cally not including cathedrals, churches, chapels, synagoguggy nrogram under s. 86.196, Stats., andran3 200.08vhen
temple_s,orqusqutlels, and oniyhen the site or shrine is readily 55 qnriate on any highwagther than thosdesignated by the
recognizeaegionally statefor the specific information sign program.

7. Scenic rides or sightseeing tours such as balloon, boat, heli 5 - Ajternative directional or destination guide signs autho

copter|lift, airplane, train, and trolley rides are more likely to gualj e by the federal Manual on Unifornafffic Control Devices

ify in more ruraless densely populated areas or where there i$6o3 Egition, Revision 1, including Sections 2H.08 and 2H.09
largeselection of such activities in one place. andsome parts of Sections 2D and 2E as adopted by the -depart
8. Sport arenas, sport facilities or sport stadiums. mentpursuant to s. 84.02 (4) (e), Stats., when appropriate, with
9. Shopping mall, or downtown/business area only if it hasfarther explanations and guidance provided in the departsent’
readily regionally recognized and dominant attraction and regiotfaffic guidelines manual. Sectidmans 200.03 is an additional
ally well-known identifying logo for the mall or down sourceof direction for guidance signing.

town/businessirea and is not better identified by alternative eirec_Note: Chapter Tans 200 Appendix Bs an illustration of a Specific Information
tional sianin Sign and associated business sign. ChapgrsT200 Appendix C is an illustration
gning. of a Tourist-Oriented Directional Sign. Chapteails 200 Appendix D is an illustra

(b) Primary purpose.In making its recommendations regardtion of other directional or guidance signs generally known raffi@ Generator
ing whether an applicarstbusiness qualifies as an TARAC-  Signs.
TION,” the advisory council may conside following factors . (3) APPLICATIONAND PERMITRENEWAL PROCEDURE. (8) 1. The
to determine whether a busindasility has the primary purpose departmenshall provide forms for business sign applications at

of providing oneor more of the above qualifying activities to the€gionoffices. Completed applications shall be submitted to the
public: regionoffice for the region where the sign is tolbeated. Each

. ._applicantshall provide all information required on the depart
acti\}i.tyPercent of business and land area devoted to the e“g'%%ont’sapplication form. If the application for the sigrdisnied,

o p t of busi d net derivedrf the application fee shall be returned.
eIigiBIe aecrg\?irt]yo usIness gross and net revenue denvedieom 5 1, jieu of or in addition to théorm and procedure in subd.

) " . _ 1., the department may enter into a contract that specifies alterna
3. Focus ofany business advertising primarily for the eligiblgj,e application forms with a private contractor

activity. ) .. (c) Each applicanshall indicate on its application whether its
4. Percent of annual attendance attributable to the eligifdfsinesss seasonal and the closing and opening dates of the busi

activity. nessif seasonal. The applicant shall give assurance to the depart
(c) Regional significance In making its recommendations mentthat it will provide prior notification to the regionfize of

regarding whether an applicast’ business qualifies aan theregion in which the sign is to be located of any change in sea

“ATTRACTION,” the advisorycouncil may recognize or con sonaldates.

siderthe following in determining whether a business faclié$ () Each applicant shall state on its applicationitrsitall fur

regionalsignificance: nishthe departmens contractor the brand, symbol or trademark
1. Regionakignificance generally is demonstrated by a-maor business sign meeting the departneespecifications for the

ket presence or significant public awareness of the attractibosinessign.
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(f) If an application is approved and a penigsued, an annual  (d) In lieu of or in addition to the contracting procedures stated
permitrenewal fee shall be required faministrative costs and in pars.(a) to (c), the department may enter into a contract that
routineinspection. Annualenewal of the permit shall be subjecspecifiesalternative manufacture, erection, maintenance, market
to review and approval or denial by the department. If there ang and implementation methods with a private contractor

more business signs requested than the numbemgabe per (6) SIGNING CRITERIA. (a) Distance to motorist serviceThe
mitted, the permit shall be denied or not renewed in favex&ft  gistancefrom a highway to a busineshall be measured from the
ing permitted signs and then any eligible applicant providing fsaresedge of the main travelled roadway of the highway at an
motoristservice that is nearer the throughleral-aid primary or jnersectionor from the gore between theain travelled roadway
secondanhighway If motorist services are at equal distafloen  angthe exitramp at an interchange to the centerline extended of
the through federal-aid primary or secondary highwmon ihe closest driveway to theusiness on the crossroad. At a
which the sign is to be placed, then the earliest received appligdyple-exitnterchange, the distance shall be measured for each
tion shall hgve priority _ . pair of double exits and the shorter distance shall govern.

(9) Applications for permits may be submitted to the depart () | ateral location. The location for specific information
mentwithin periods announced and publicized bydbpartment. gjgnsshall bedetermined by the department to preserve highway
Applicationsreceived during announced periods mayesid  gafety to take advantage of natural terrain, to have the least impact
eredproject groups. on the scenic environment, to minimize conflict with scenic-ease

(h) The business farhich a business sign is requested shathents,and to avoid visual confliovith other signs within the
bethe applicant and the permit shall be issued to the businessighway or with signs authorizedr permitted under s. 84.30,

(i) In lieu of the application and permit renewal procedurStats.
statedin pars. (a) to (hthe department may enter into a contract (c) SISgrandfather povision. Specific information signs law
that specifies alternative application and permit renewal procgilly erected with the departmeséipproval before May 8, 1990,
dureswith a private contractor may be maintained subject to all other conditions of $ieistion.

_ (4) Fees. The applicant requesting the erectadra business  (e) General sign specificationsl. Specific information signs.
sign shall pay to the department an application fee of 840 The sign panels for specific information signs shall have a blue
administrativecostsand the cost of routine sign inspection. A-sefhackgroundwith a white legend and bordeFhe sign panels, leg
arateapplication and $40 fee is required fmch business sign endand borders shabie reflectorized but not illuminated. The
requested.A business sign along the main roadway and its €ori§ize of the sign panels shall not exceed ffi@imum size neces
spondingsign onan exit ramp sign under sub. (7) (a) 4. shall bgaryto accommodate the maximumamber of business signs per
considered business signsThe applicant granted a permit shaliyjtted using the required legend height and the interline and edge
paythe department an annual permit renewal fee of $40 for eagycing.
businesssign and $40 for each corresponding busisggson an : : . :

; N - . 2. Businesssigns. Business signs shall have a blue -back
exitramp sign, |f_an,ybefore the anniversary d_ate of the erectio roundwith a Whitge legend and borgeBusiness signs shall be
of the business sign each year following erection of the sign. If Nlectorized. The principallegend should be at least equal in
departmendoes not receive paymenttbe annual renewal fee by ?ightto the directional legend on the specific information sign.
the anniversary date, the department shall not renew the per IT"a business brand, symbolteademark is used alone for a busi

(5) ConTrACTS. (@) The departmesshallprepare plans and pesssign, the border may be omitted. Business signs, including
s_peC|f|cat|onsfor the manufa_u_:turg, erection anc_i maintenance me brand, symbol or trademark pame, or combination of these,
signs. The departmere’'specifications shall require all sign paneeetingthe departmens specifications, shall be provided to the
supportsto be of a breakaway design. The department may elgehartment'ontractor by the business. The brand, symbol or
to undertake the _manufacture and erection of signs by erectipthemarkor name. or combination thiese. and any required leg
contractor by maintenance contract. The department 8189  engshall not exceed the standard business sigrasiteny inte
electto undertake the manufacture of specific information sigii,| jegend shall be in proportionate size. Businesses that provide
by separate contract frothe maintenance or erection contraclgjieselfuel as well as “GAS” services are encourageprtvide
and contracts may be of any stateW|d¢, regional, district or 068 ESEL” as an integral legend on their business sign. The verti
scopedeemed reasonable aodst efective by the department. o) anqg horizontal spacing between business signs on specific

All erection ananaintenance work shall be done under contracis, ; ; hall not inch 12i
administeredoy the department. No work may be done by aqxlglryrhatlon&gns shall not exceed 8 inches and 12 inckspee

applicant. The applicant shall furnish the departmgbntractor o
the applicants brand, symbol, trademark or name, or combination () Legends.All directional arrows and all letters andmbers
of these, or the business sign meeting the deparsreetifica used in the name Qf the type of motorist service and the directional
tions as the business sign. All materiélsnished as business '€9endshall be white and reflectorized.
signs by an applicant or by the departmentontractor shall (7) INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS AND OTHER FREEWAYS SPECIAL
becomeand remain the property of the department once erecRERUIREMENTS. (a) Sign location.1. Separate specific informa
within any public highwayor asotherwise specified in the depart tion signs. Except as provided in pés) 3., a separate specific
ment'scontract with its contractorFailure to deliver the businessinformationsign shall be provided for each type of motorist ser
signwithin the specified period, to provide necessary supplemetice for which business signs are displayed.
tal signs, or to conform the sign to the departnsespecification 2. Relationship to exit gore. The specific information signs
may result in the forfeiture of the $40 fee and another businesisallbeerected between the end of the acceleration lane at the pre
may be given the opportunity to qualify for the vacated space.viousinterchange and 800 feet in advance of the beginning of the
(b) Sign maintenance contracts shall include provisfons deceleratioriane at the interchange from whittte motorist ser
installationof additional business signs on existing specific infovices are available. There shall be at least 800 feet spacing
mation signs; replacement of damagetgfective or obsolete betweerthe signs. Excessive spacing shall be avoided. Spacing
signs;removal ofsigns; and covering and uncovering or removingay be adjusted to avoid visual conflict with other signs.
andreplacing signs for seasonal services. 3. Convenient reentrySpecific information signs shall not
(c) Maintenance contracts may contain provisions for a-nedee erected at an interchange where the motorist cannot conve
tiated price for unanticipated erection of specififormation niently reenter the freeway and continue in the same direction of
signs,including supports. travel.
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4. Exit ramp signs. At single—exit interchanges where motdoe contained within a 48-inch—-widend 36-inch-high rectangu
ist servicefacilities are not visible from a ramp terminal, rampar background area, including border
signs shall be installed alorije ramp or at the ramp terminal. Note: After August 1, 2007, the Department may require all newly—erected or

i i H cement specific information signs to contain business signs within a 48—inch
Thesesigns shall be provided by the business and shall CorreSpmand 36-inch high rectangular background area, including bandenmder to

to the specific information signs alottige main roadway but shall accommodatéhe newly added FTRACTIONS category of signs.

be reduced in size. Business signs for visilaeilities may be 2. Legends. All letters used in the name of the type of motorist
omitted. The exit ramp signs shaticlude the distance to motoristseryiceand the directional legend shall be 10~inch capital letters.
serviceinstallations exceeding 3 miles and directional arrows \umbersshall be 10 inches in height.

lieu of words. The minimurtetter height shall be 4 inches except

that any legend on a symbol shall be proportional to the size of !Lhelnterchanges. The location of specifilormation signs and

symbol._ B ) o ) exit ramp signs erected for interchanges shall be the same as for
(b) Signcomposition.1. Single-exit interchanges. At single-interstatehighways and freeways under sub. (7) (a).

exit interchanges, the name of the type of motorist serviee fol 5 - |ntersections. Thiecations of specific information signs,

lowed by the exit number shall be displayed in one line above t spacingbetween specific information signs, and between spe

business signs. At unnumbered interchanges, the directional Iagc information si : :
w N : ! gns and other tfaf control devices shall be
end“NEXT RIGHT (LEFT)" shall be substituted for the eRilim  jeterminedon the basis of the departmengngineering study

ber. o . (b) Signcomposition. The composition of specific informa

2. Double—exit interchangesAt double—exit interchanges, tjon signs and exit ramp signs erectedinterchanges shall be the
the specific information signs shall consaft2 sections, one for sameas for interstate highways and freeways under sub. (7) (b).
eachexit. The top section shall display the business signs for the(c) Sign size.1. ‘Interchanges’. Business signs shaliform

Iir:St exit agd thte Iﬁwer setﬁtion sheillrs]p:?yft?he business signs ft?rto the sizes specified fanterstate highways and freeways under
esecond exit. wanore than one—half of the maximum numMbeg b.(7) (c) 1. Legends shall conform to tieguirements for inter

of signs permitted at an intersection shall be permitted for e uﬁtehi hwavs and freewavs under sub. (7) (¢) 2
exit. The name of the type of matorist service followed by the eaél‘} 2. Ignters)éctions. Each)llausiness sigrll gh)al(l z)e .contained within

numbershall be displayed in a line above the business signs i . X . )
eachsection. At unnumbered interchanges, the legends "NE>§"IE“’6_'nCh_W'OIe and 24-inch-higiectangular background area,

RIGHT (LEFT)” and “SECOND RIGHT (LEFT)5hall be substi including border All letters used in the name of the type of motor
tutedfor the exit numbers. Whegetype of motorist service is to ist service and the directional legesidall be 6-inch capital let
be signed for at only one exit, osection of the specific informa t€rs-

tion sign may be omitted. The number of business signs, total of(9) CONVENTIONAL HIGHWAYS—SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS. (&)

both SectionS, shall be limited to the number Specified 846495 Sign|00ati0n. The location of the SpecifiC information Signs shall
(5) (b), Stats. bethe same as specified for expressway intersections under sub.

(8) EXPRESSWAYS—SPECIAIREQUIREMENTS (&) Sign location.

3. Interchanges wittiewer facilities. a. At interchanges () (a) 2_‘ . . e
wherenot more than 3 qualified facilities are available for each of () Sign composition.The composition of the specific infor
2 or more types of motorist services, business signs for 2 typeditionsigns shall béhe same as specified for expressway inter
motoristservices may be displayed on tene specific informa  S€ctionsunder sub. (8) (b).
tion sign. When 2 types of motorist services are displayed on one(C) Sign size.Each business sign shall be contained within a
sign, the business sign panels shall be limited to 3 for each-mo@#t—inch-wideand 18-inch-highrectangular background area,
ist service type, or 4 for one motorist service type and 2 for thiludingborder All letters used in the name of the type of motor
othermotorist service type. Not more than 6 business sign panigfsservice and the directional legesidall be 4-inch capital let
may be displayed on one specific information sign. ters.

b. At interchanges where not more than 2 qualified facilities (10) COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW. The department may
areavailable for each of 3 or more types of motorist servimesi, Promulgatean emegency administrative rule under s. 227.24,
nesssigns for 3 types ahotorist services may be displayed on th&tats., that supersedess chapter whenever federal standards
samespecific information sign. Not more than 2 business sigR§comemore restrictive than this chapter
for each type of motorist servioeay be displayed in combination  (11) SGNREMOVAL. (a) The department may remove a busi
on a specific information sign with 3 types of motorist servicesiesssign at any time for any of the following reasons:

Whenit becomes necessary to display a third busisiggsfor a 1. Failure to comply with any of thestrictions under sub.
type of motorist service displayed in combination, the business);

signsinvolved shall then be displayed in compliance vettid. 2. Failureto comply with any of the motorist service stan
1,2.0r3 a _ _ dardsunder sub. (2);

c. The name of each type of motorist service shall be dis 3. Failure to comply with any application or permit renewal
pLa)ilek?atc)i(')v? its éesgectlvtﬁa?uanesfstr?lgps, ldmdfexn ?ur.n?er requirement under sub. (3).
shall be displayed above thames of the types of motorist ser : St :
vices. At unnumbered interchanges, the legend “NEXT RIGH},o élépl;?{lrlrj]reent?urﬁgg:vseugm&l)y_ payment of any fee required by
(LEFT)” shall be substituted for the exit numb&usiness signs 5 Failure t | "th ’ I iteri d b. (6
shall not be combined on a specifitormation sign when it is e ailure to comply with any signing criteria under sub. (6)
anticipatedthat additional motorist service facilities will becoméa)’ . )
availablein the near future. 6. Failure to comply with an eng&ncy rule promulgated by

(c) 1. Business sign size. Each business sign displayad iﬁledcé?gstr)tr?ig)t'to comply with more restrictive fedettahdards
“GAS” specific information sign shall be contained within ; ' . . . .
48-inch-wideand 36-inch-hightectangular background area, /- Failure to have a valid business sign permit approved by
including border Each business sign displayed a “FOOD,” thedepartment at the time the sign is removed;

“LODGING,” “CAMPING” OR “ATTRACTION" specific 8. Failure to complyvith any condition of any business sign
information sign shall be contained within a 60—-inch—-wiled Ppermit;

36-inch-highrectangular background area, including bardér (b) The department may also remove a busisiggsto facili

2 business signs are displayed for 3edént types of motorist ser tate construction, maintenance or utility work within the limits of
vices on one specific information sign, thesinessign size shall the public highwayincluding sign erectionr maintenance, when
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approvedby the department. The department shall pro"ide‘reSt,%%rrMﬁg%ég9,\?0'\‘865’12{30Ff %56_832(%“116%%2 (?2))3;hgrp7-)((70))(1® a;e&i?)ter
v . . u . , —1-06; —-103: . - )
ration of the sign upon completlon of the work. and(12) Register July 2007 No. 619f.6§-1-07; corrections in (3) (a) 1., (c) made

(c) Removal of a business sign by the department shall nottbe!‘ars3 13-%2 (4) (b) Dﬁ-, Stalt)sn gglggs‘her F6egbguafrfy fgi}ﬁlo@%&%oﬁl& am.
stayedby the filing of any contested case, by any appeal of tH@ (?) 3 & Register December 0. 655, et :

department’dlecisionor order to remove the sign, or while the Trans 200.07 Handicapped parking signs. (1) PUR-

final decision is pending _in any F:ontested case or appeal. POSE. The purpose of this section is to define and illustrate the
(d) Removal of a business sign by the departrasrd result design,size and installation requirements of théot! traffic

of the departmer’denial of a permit renewal shall not be stayegignsrequired under s. 346.503 (1m), Stats., relateggerved

pendingthe final decision in any contested casamy appeal of parkingspaces for handicapped persons.

the departmens denial of the permit renewal. _ (2) SiGNDESCRIPTION. (a) The sign shall consist of a white-rec
(e) The department may remove a business sign at any timetfgiglewith longer dimension vertical, having green message,
any reason stated in this subsection whether the reémon greenarrow if required under this section, and a blue and white

removal occurs before or after issuance of the permit by thgternationalsymbol for the barrier-free environments. The sign
departmentyenewal or denial of the permit, or erection of thenay be reflective or non-reflective.

sign. _ ) _ (b) The sign shall include the words “reserved parking” and the
(f) The department may remove a business signyatime for words“vehicles with VET or DIS plates or state disabled cardor
any reason stated in this subsection whether the re&mon otherwords with a similar meaning.

remc_JvaI results _from action or inaction dhe department, an (c) The size of the sign shall bet less than 12 inches by 18
applicant, permittee, thdepartment contractror any other jnches.When used on a highwayith a speed limit of more than
personor any other event or occurrence. The department shed miles per hoyrit shall be not less than 18 inches by 24 inches.

rovidefor restoration of the sign, or refund, if the removal results : T " -
?rom an error of the de artmeglt Ehe de art’merﬂ’contractor in (d)- A fight arrow left arrow or thavords "This Stall Of similar
P P wording shall be included near the bottom of the sign.

locatingthe sign. (3) SieN PLACEMENT. Each sign shall be erected on an-ade

(12) (a) Priority. The department will establish amitial ; ; ;
) h N ,, ; ; quatesupport. On highways, the vertical distance from roadway
applicationperiod for “ATTRACTION" category sign®nding {5 the hottom of a sign shall be not less than 7 feet, except when

thefirst day of the second month commencaigr the eective  erheadbbstructions necessitaadower height. In ¢fhighway
dateof this chapter If, after review by the advisory committee

- . g 'parkinglots, the vertical distance from the parkiogsurface, or
therearemore eligible applicants than spaces available at any ffeﬁ of curb if any to the bottom of a sign shall be not less than 4
location, priority will be given to those eligibléATTRAC-

» . . feet. A single sign with the message “This Space” or simitand-
TIONS” recommended by the advisory commitégel closest to g shal be used tdesignate a single reserved space. At least 2
the intersection or exit. When there is any eligibiéraction  gjgnsare required for multiple reserved spaces. When 2 signs are
within the first 3 miles from the intersection or exit that hagsedthey shall be located at the outermost limits of the spaces
applied, no applicants outside the 3-mile distance may

L O . ; ) servedand, by arrowdesignate the location of the reserved
approved. Remaining applications will be retained for conS|derSpaces

ation when spacéecomes available for attractions at thatdoca N L

tion. Following the initial application period when opportunitie (?)dA sign Sr:ja”hb?l It;)catet(i aft the endtofa:gle? or r'%:]t
ariseto replace or add an attraction to a specific information sigzﬁr,‘g edspace and shall be set 1o face a motorist entering the space.
the applications on file for thatign location will be referred to the  (P) When the reservespace is parallel to the edge of a road
advisorycouncil for review of current eligibility The advisory W& a sign shall be set at an angle of approximateiy/dth the
council report will be used by the department in determininie of traffic. _ _ _
which applicant will be approved. The departmeiitselect the — (4) Signswhich are in placerior to May 1, 1983 may remain
eligible attraction closest to the intersectionesit. When 2 or in place and havthe same é&ct as the signs described herein for
moreeligible attractions exist at the same distance from the-intér years afteMay 1, 1983 provided that they include the interna
sectionor interchange, the date the application was received niignal symbol for barrier-free environments and the wording
beused as a tiebreakehfter the sign has been erected, attractiori§quiredunder sub. (2) (b) either as part of the origsigh or on
cannotbe removed from a sign based on distance alone. asupplementary plaque or plagues. The requirements under sub.

(b) Distance. If the attraction is greater thamdles but less (3?_'igt?)r'To(t:f‘gf'i)étt?Aﬂ:i?Slgsg'%';SéZS 615-1-83 1 (5), RegisterSeptern
thanthe5_m"e limit from the h'ghway 'mefChangeq the ramp SI9Ber, 198()3/,N0.'369,gef. io—pl—'%; correction made in (4) under s. 193.9e3 (2r’TJ1) (b) 14.,
shallinclude the number of miles to that location as part of tsats., Registeduly 1992, No. 439; correction in (1) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7.,
businesdogo. The ramign shall also include the number ofStats.Register March 2012 No. 675.
miles to the location if the distance limit for the category of
“ATTRACTION?” is increased by a statutory enactment of tha)

WisconsinLegislature that is consistent with federal law

(© .Sebasqnal at;ractiqlrlmi If the attrdaction is sgas.olr?al, Itheandmaintenance of tourist-oriented directional signs within-high
attractionbusiness sign will be removed or covered with a closggy s nder their jurisdiction subject to the provisions of s. 86.196,
plaqueduring the df-season. If a waiting list exists, the departgiais and the foilowing restrictions:

mentmay ofer the spot temporarilput the seasonal business will (a)’ No tourist—oriented directional sign mag erected or

go back on the sign during the next “open” season. 9

Note: A differentrate may be necessary to accommodate seasonal businesseg‘ﬂ%mainemy a.n appllicant. . . .
to the increased maintenance necessary (b) No tourist-oriented directional sign még erected or
History: Cr. RegisterMarch, 1984, No. 339,fe#-1-84; emeg. am. (1) (intro.), maintainedfor any business that has a guidance sigcted on a
to (h), (k), (a), (3 d (f), (4) (a), (5 d (b), (6) (€) 2., (7) (a)(@&), : :
S, (3) 6, (4X0) @ 1) 0. (3 ) (510, o (155, ard recrts) (, Nioht-of-wayunder s, Tans 200.03 on the same road, in the same
eff. 6-13-86; am. (1) (intro.), (€), (h), (k), (), 3) (e) and (), (5) (a) and (b), (6) (€}irection,unless the guidance sign is removed before the tourist—

2.and (7) (a) 4.,(1 d (b) and (3) (d),.€1) (x), t and recr(3) (g), Regist i irecti ian i
SoplonbeIo8s, No. 359, £110-1-80. hm. (1) ath 1o (. (0. (3 () e (o), OTienteddlirectional sign is erected. _

renum.(4) (a) to be (4) and am.,(4) (b) to (d), cr(3) (), (5) (d) and (12), Register ~ (C) No tourist-oriented directional sign may be installed or
(Fbe)barﬁgrgfs;ﬁsag,2N0«5)7é)éf(§)—l(-2€)37(; ?rtg (((})) ((iggr?b)), gr?d((%))' % éﬁ‘ér?e')c’&?)(% (7Y maintaineddirecting to a tourist-oriented business, service or
(©), (7) (©) 1. and (8) (b), renum. (12) to bé (3) (a) 2. and am.. Rediskgr1992. activity that is located within an urban area as defined 86.496

No. 439, ef. 8-1-92; correction in (9) (b) made unded3.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Reg (1) (C), Stats.

Trans 200.08 Tourist-oriented directional signs.
SIGNs PERMITTED. The department and local authorities that
have adoptedan enabling ordinance may authorize the erection
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(d) No tourist-oriented directional sign még erected or 6. If the business, service activity does not meet pertinent
maintainedhat fails to conform with s. 86.19, 86.191, 86.196 dnealthand other administrative regulations including, but not lim
346.41,Stats.,or rules implementing or interpreting these -staited to, licensure by an appropriate agency
utes,as determined by the department. 7. Until an investigation by the department determinesriat

(e) No tourist-oriented directional sign mée erected or conflict resulting in unsafe driving conditions will exvsith other
maintainedf the applicant has an outdoor advertising sign for trefficial traffic control devices.
samebusiness, service or activity in violation of s. 84.30, Stats., 8. Which displays the hours of operation or datespafration,
or ch. Trans 201. if seasonal, of the business, service or activity

(f) Any person permitted to have a tourist—oriented directional 9. To direct to a business, service or activity that is located
sign shall provide for the installation and maintenance of any sulpe same highway on which tourist—oriented directional signs are
plementalsigning deemed necessary by the department to guigguested.
traffic to the tourist—-oriented business, service or activity (n) Tourist-oriented directionasign removal shall not be

(9) 1. No tourist-oriented directional sign may be erected stayedby filing any appeal of the departmentlecision or order
aconventional state trunk highway directing to a tourist-orientéd remove a tourist-oriented directional sign. A reviewing court
businessservice or activity that is located on a freemexpress may order a stay upon such terms akeimsproper pursuant to
way or any other conventional statank highway Local authori ~ S. 227.54, Stats.
ties may adopt similar restrictions with reference to highways (o) Tourist-oriented directional sign removal shall ndeetf
undertheir jurisdiction. asign requestds liability for any unpaid fees, interest and costs

2. No tourist-oriented directional sign may be erected on &hcollection as determined by the department.
expresswaydirecting to a tourist—oriented business, service or (2) BUSINESSESSERVICES,ACTIVITIES PERMITTED. In order to
activity that is located on a freeway or any other expressway qualify for a tourist-oriented directional sign, the business, ser

(h) No intersection tourist-oriented directional assembly majce Or activity:
be erected or maintained at a locatirch that there exists another (&) Shall be conducted in an appropriate areia arbuilding
intersectionbetween the assembdyd the intersection at which appropriatelydesigned for the purpose and shallopen to the
the assembly applies. The department may authorize advape®lic;
tourist—orienteddirectional assemblies in accordance with sub. (b) May not be conducted inkauilding principally used as a
(6) (d) and (e) at locations where 2 intersections are so closadgidencaunless there is a convenient, separatenaid-marked
spacedhat it is not practical to install intersection tourist—orientedntrancdeading to the business, service or activity;
directionalassemblies between the 2 intersections. (c) Shall be maintained in a manner consistent with standards

(i) The location of an existingfafial traffic control device, or generallyaccepted for that type of business, service or activity;
theneed for a new device, shall take precedence over the locatiorid) Shall be of significant interest to the traveling public to the
of atourist-oriented directional sign, either existing or proposedxtentthat 50% or more of its annual visitors or its anrgraks

(i) The department reserves the right to require the relocatibgomeis derived from customers residing outside the immediate
or removal of tourist-oriented directional signs, if necesdary areain which the business, service or activity is located; and
the safety of the traveling public, to instalfficfal traffic signs at (e) Shall qualify under one of the following categories:
or in the vicinity of existing tourist—oriented directional signs. 1. Gas. Services provided shall conform with provisions of

(k) When thereare more tourist—oriented directional signs. 86.195 (3) (a), Stats.
requestedhan the number that may be permitted, priority shall be 2. Food. Services provided shall conform with provisions of

givenin the following order: s.86.195 (3) (b), Stats.
1. The businesses, services or activities with exigpiag 3. Lodging. Services provided shall conform with provisions
mitted tourist—oriented directional signs. of s. 86.195 (3) (c), Stats.

2. Businesses, services or activities with the earliest received 4. Camping. Services provided shatinform with provi
application. Applications receivedn the same day will be con sionsof s. 86.195 (3) (d), Stats.

sidered received simultaneously 5. Tourist attraction. A tourist attraction shall:
3. The business, service or activity that is nearest the highway a. Be of significant interest to the traveling public;
on which the tourist-oriented directional sign is located. b. Be open a minimum of 8 hours per dapd 5 days per

(L) Any tourist-oriented directionaign for a business, ser week, if the highway on which the tourist-oriented directional
vice or activity operated on a seasonal basis shall be removed dignis located is a state trunk highway;
ing off-seasons. The permittee shall notify the department or its ¢, Be in operation the greater part of 3 consecutive months,
contractomot less than 15 calendar days before the closing apdhe highwayon which the tourist-oriented directional sign is

reopeningdate. locatedis a state trunk highway; and
(m) No tourist-oriented directional sign may be erected d. Be licensed or approved if required.

maintained: (3) AbvisoRrycouNnciL. The department may appoint an advi
1. That does not meet department specifications. sory council underss. 15.04 (1) (c) and 15.09, Stats., to review

2. That has an objectionable appearance as determined byailicationsfor tourist-orienteddirectional signs on the state

departmentdue to accident, vandalism, fading, deterioration ¢funk highway system in the tourist attraction category and for
othercauses. “ATTRACTION” category signs under srahs 200.06. Thig
; S : membercouncil shall include representatives from tbarism
rulezl That fails to conform with Wconsin or federal statutes or. dustry,department of tourism, department of safety and profes
) o sional services,and other gganizations as determined by the

4. In violation of an order of the departmentamy court of  gepartmentnd shall makeecommendations to the department to
competent jurisdiction. approveor deny applications.The department shall make the

5. For any business service or activity that fails to conforfinal decision on applications. The department shall furnish to the
with all applicable laws concerning the provision of publi@advisorycouncil minimum criteria and requirements for the-uni
accommodationswithout regard to race, religion, colosex, form evaluation and assessment of applications. The department,
sexualorientation or national origin. in collaboration with the advisory counaihay make revisions to
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the application evaluation criteria if at any time it is apparent théime, exceeding 7 days, but not more than 90 days, its tourist—-
the criteria or implementation process are inequitable to the-apmrienteddirectional sign shall be temporarilgmoved but shall
cantsor that the signing itself creates operational or safety conotlose its priority Under these circumstances, it shall be unnec
cerns. The advisory councghall meet as needed to consider aneissaryto reapply prior tahe normal time for a permit renewal.
makerecommendations on applications received by the depdfurtherextensions may be granted if good cause is shovemw-
ment. The department may act on any applicatiohacted upon ever,failure of the owner or responsible operator to proceed with
by the advisory council within 60 days of forwarding of thenecessaryepairs as rapidly as possible shall cause loss of the right
applicationto the council. Members of the advisory council wilto continued placement of the tourist-oriented directional sign
not be compensated for their services or reimbursed for thaimdwill require a new permit application.

expensesexcept the department magimburse private citizen () All tourist-oriented directional sign permits may be-can
membersin hardship cases for actual and necessary expenggfrdby the department on 30 days written notice; except that
incurredin the performance of their duties. whengood cause is shown, a permit may be canceled with 10 days
(4) APPLICATION, PERMIT AND RENEWAL PROCEDURE. (@) The written notice.
departmentshall provide formdor tourist-oriented directional 5y Fees (a) The applicant requesting the erection of a
sign applications at iteegion ofices. Completed applications v, rist-orientectirectional sign shall pay to the department an
shall be submitted to theegion ofice for the region where the 5y pjicationfee of $100.00, representing $20.00 each,year
tourist-orientedlirectional sign is to be located. Each applicanioyera 5-year period, for administrative costs and the cost ef rou
shall provide all information required on thdepartmenS ine tourist-oriented directional sign inspection. The 5-year
applicationform.  If the application for the tourist-oriented d*recperiodbegins on the date the sign is erected. A sepapplica
tional sign is denied, the application fee shall be returned.  ion and $100.00 fee is required for each tourist—oriedtezt
_ (b) Each applicant shall give written assurance on its appligfnal signand for each advance tourist-oriented directional sign
tion to the department that the applicanitusiness, servicer requested. The department shall re-evaluate the fee duttieg
activity conforms with all applicable laws concerning the provinitial 5-year period of the tourist-oriented directional sign pro
sion of public accommodations without regard to race, religioggramand shalkestablish a new fee to cover costs in order to-com
color, sex, sexual orientation or national origin. ply with s. 86.196 (2) (c), Stats. The applicant granted a permit
(c) Each applicarghall indicate on its application whether itsshall pay the department a fee establishedheydepartment for
businessservice or activity is seasonal and the closing and-operach tourist-oriented directional sign and for each advance
ing dates of the business if seasonal. The applicant shall giwarist-orienteddirectional sign, if anybefore the anniversary
assuranceéo the department that it will provide priootification date ofthe erection of the tourist-oriented directional sign for
of at least 15 calendar daysttee region dice of the region in each5-year period following the erection of the sign. If the
which the tourist-oriented directional sign is locatedasfy departmenidoes not receive payment of the faethe 5-year
changen seasonal dates. anniversarydate, the department may decline to renew the permit
(d) Each applicant shall state on its application that it shall fuxndthe tourist-oriented directional sign may be removed.
nishthe department, upon granting of the permit, the legend and(b) Applicants shall be responsible for the full coslatiricat
directionalinformation meeting the departmengpecifications ing and supplying tourist-oriented directional signs to the depart
for tourist-oriented directional signs. ment,in accordance with specifications established by the depart
(e) If a tourist-oriented directional sign application ignent.If the tourist—oriented directional sign program is privately
approvedthe applicatiorfee of $20.00 per year for each year o€ontractedsigns may be furnished by the contractor

the initial 5—year perlod of the tourist—oriented directic_)n_al sign (C) After app"cation approvaL the depar[ment ocastractor
programshall be retained by the department for administratihall install tourist-oriented directional signs supplied by the
costsand routine inspectionRenewal of the permit shall be sub applicantor the contractor and an appropriate installatiorwiée
jectto review and approval or denial by the department and thgchaged the applicant.

departmenshall re—evaluatthe fee during the 5-year period and (d) Any tourist-oriented directional sigtetermined by the

shallestablish a new fee to cover costs in order to comply Withd%partmento be inefective due to accident. vandalism or wear
86.196(2) (©), SFats. . - . . _shall be replaced at the expense of the applicant in accordance
() The business, service or activity for which a touristgith pars. (b) and (c)The applicant shall contact the departngent
orienteddirectional sign is requestethall be the applicastand  yegion office to obtain current tourist-oriented directional sign
the permit shall be issued to the applicant. specificationgprior to thefabrication of any replacement tourist—
(g) In lieu of the application and permit renewal procedurgrienteddirectional sign.
underpars. (@) to (f), the department may enter tmntract or () The department or its contractor stz responsible for
contr_aclzltSN_lth_la prlvalt_e C(_)ntractgr or cc_)ntractorslthat spdeumy any necessary adjustments in tourist-oriented directional assem
stantiallysimilar application and permit renewal procedures. yjiag and tourist-oriented directional signs for special circum
(h) Notwithstanding any prior grant or renewal dbarist-  stancess described in sub. (8) (f).

orienteddirectional sign permit, the renewal of the permit shall (6) C
A ONTRACTS. (&) The departmeshallprepare plans and
not be granted, or the permit previously granted shaleleked specificationdor the manufacture, installation and maintenance

for any one of th.e. foIIOW|.ng reasons: . ) _of tourist-oriented directional signs and tourist—oriented direc
1. If the qualified business, service or activity fails to providgynal assemblies. The departmenspecifications shall require
the services required to qualify for a tourist-oriented directional| tgurist—oriented directional assembly supports to Heredk
signso as tqustify a finding that the business, service or activit)glWay design. The department may manufacture and install
is not in substantial compliance with this section; tourist-oriented directional assemblies and tourist-oriented
2. If the qualifiedbusiness, service or activity fails during itsdirectionalsigns by installation contract or by maintenance con
normal business season to open for business for more than 7 geitt. Contracts may be of any regional, district or local scope
secutivedays,or for more than 10 days cumulativelijiring any - deemedreasonable and costf@dtive by thedepartment. All
one—monttperiod, unless the department finds that such closufgtallationand maintenance work shall be done under contracts
was beyond the control of the owner or responsible operator or procedures administered by the department.installation,
thatthe closure was justified by extenuating circumstances. maintenancer other work may be done by any applicant, except
(i) If, due to fire, accident @imilar cause, a qualified businessfor removal and replacement due to seasonal clostitesapph
serviceor activity becomes inoperable for an extended period céntshall furnish the department or @sntractor the appropriate
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legend and directional informatiormeeting the departmest’ (e) Order of advance tourist—oriented dictional assemblies.
specificationdor tourist-oriented directional signall materials The order of advance tourist—oriented directional assemblies shall
furnishedas a tourist—oriented directiorgign by an applicant or be identical to the order of tourist—oriented directional signsd

by the departmerg’contractor shabecome and remain the prop at intersections. Howeveadvance tourist-oriented directional
erty of the department once installed within any public highwagigns shall omit directional arrows and distances. Tégend

or as otherwise specified in the departn®otntract with its con  NEXT RIGHT or NEXT LEFT whichever isappropriate, in let
tractor. Failure by the applicant to deliver the tourist-orientetérsof the same height as the sign legends, will be placed on the
directional sign within the specified period, to provide filne tourist—orientedlirectional assemblies above the tourist-oriented
installation of necessary supplemental signs, or to conftiven directional signs. The departmemr its contractor shall be
signto the departmerst’specifications may result in the forfeitureresponsiblefor the fabrication, installation and maintenance of
of all fees and costs, and another business, service or activity IN&XT RIGHT and NEXT LEFT panels.

be given the opportunity to qualify to provide tbgns for the  (f) Location of advance tourist-oriented ditional assem
vacatedspace. blies. When used, advandeurist—oriented directional assem

(b) Sign maintenance contracts shall include provisfons blies shall be located approximately2 mile from the intersec
installation of additional tourist—oriented directional signs ortion. The distance between adjacent advaoceist—oriented
existing tourist—oriented directional assemblies; replacement directionalassemblies shall be at least 800 feet.

damageddefective or obsolete signs; removal of signs; and costs(g) Precedence of advance or intersection tourist-oriented
for these items. directional assemblies. An advance tourist-oriented directional

(c) Maintenance contracts may contain provisions for a-negassemblyreplaces and is not in addition to the intersection tourist—
tiated price for unanticipated installation daburist—oriented orienteddirectional assembly which would otherwise be installed
directionalsigns, including supports. atthe intersection.

(d) In lieu of or in additiorto the contracting procedures in  (h) Relationshipto rail crossings. All tourist—oriented direc
pars.(a) to (c), the department may enter into a contract that speitinal assemblies shall be located at least f&8d from railroad
fies alternative manufacture, installation, maintenance, marketrossingson the highway on which tourist-orientdaectional
ing and implementation methods with a private contractor  signsare to be located.

(e) Applicant or contractor shall be responsible for removing (i) Traffic contiol device pecedence.The location of other
andreplacing signs for seasorsarvices. This activity shall be in traffic control devices shall take precedence over the locafion
accordancevith department standards and applicant or contractourist—orienteddirectional signs. Tourist—-oriented directional
performingthe activity shall hold harmless the departmeniigse assemblieshall be located at least 300 feet from otheficrabn
of any accident or injury due to this operation. trol devices.

(7) SGNING cRITERIA. (@) Distanceto tourist—oriented busi ()) Supplemental signingWhere the department requires, an
ness,service or activity A tourist—oriented business, service oapplicantshall provide adequate supplemental signs on local
activity may not be located in excess of the 5—-mile distance-speciadsand streets tguide motorists to the business, service or
fied in s. 86.196 (5), Stats., from the highway intersection at whielstivity. Any required supplemental signs shall be in place before
tourist—orientedlirectional signs are toe located to qualify for the tourist-oriented directional sign may be erected on a state
a tourist-oriented directional sign, unless the distance limit isunk highway Supplemental signs may be necessary where the
increasedy a statutory enactment of thasabnsin Legislature businessservice or activity is not located on a crossroad of the
thatis consistent with federal lawDistance to a business, servicdighway upon whichthe tourist-oriented directional sign is
or activity will be measured from the near edge of the main traplaced. Where supplemental signing is required by diepart
elledway to the center line extended of the closest business drikeent, it shall be the responsibility of the applicant to make
way of the business, service or activity arrangementsvith the appropriate local authoritgnd make the

(b) Lateral location. The locatiorfor tourist-oriented direc Necessarypayments to the local authority for the erection and
tional signs shall be determined by the department to presefo@intenancef such signs.
highway safety to take advantage of natural terrain, to have the (8) SIGN DESIGN AND COMPOSITION. (@) Tourist—oriented
leastimpact on the scenic environment, to minimize conflict witirectionalsigns may be designed in any manner that complies
sceniceasements and to avoid visual conflict with other signgith the applicable provisions of theis®onsin manual otraffic
within the highway or with signauthorized or permitted under s.control devices adopted by the department und8d4 €92 (4) (e),
84.30,Stats. The signs shall restalled in accordance with the Stats. Briefly, the Wsconsin manugbrovides in part that tourist—
applicableprovisions of the \lgconsin manual on trfd control  orienteddirectional signshall be rectangular in shape and shall
devices adopted by the department under s. 84.02 (4) (e), Stdtave a white legend and border on a blue background. Each

(c) Location of tourist-oriented déactional assemblies. tourist-orientedlirectional sign shall haweot more than 2 lines

Tourist-orienteddirectional assemblies located at intersectiorf¥ legend includinga separate directional arrow and the distance
shallbe at least 200 feet from the intersectitii® tourist-oriented to the facility shown beneath the arrow except advance tourist-
directionalassemblies are required for one directiating to an Orienteddirectional signs as described in sub. (7) (e). The content
intersection,the tourist-oriented directional assembly for rightof the legend shall be limited to the identification of business,
turnsshall be at least 200 feet from the intersection and the touriggrviceor activity and the directional information. Legends shall
orienteddirectional assembly for left turns shall be at least 30t include promotional advertising.
feetaway from the right-turn assempiyoving away from the  (b) The departmerghall develop specifications for tourist—
intersection. orienteddirectional assembly supports, sign base material and
(d) Advance tourist-oriented dictional assemblies. Signmessage anbackground reflective sheeting consistent with
Advance tourist-oriented directional assemblies may be pegPecificationsas established for department signing. If the depart
mitted only in those situations where the department determin@§ntadopts revised specifications at any time, existing tourist—
that sight distance or other geometric conditions, intersectiéfienteddirectionalsigns may remain until replacement is neces
vehicle maneuversor other vehicle operating characteristic§ary. The new specifications shall be applicable for replacement
requireadvance notificationf the service to reduce vehicle eon tourist-orientediirectional signs.
flicts or improve highway safety on the approach to and at the(c) The style and size of lettering and #reangement and size
intersectionwhere turning movements would occur of signs may be of antype that complies with the applicable pro
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visions of the Wsconsin manual on tfid control devices 8. Failure to comply with any condition of any tourist—
adoptedby the department under s. 84(@2 (e), Stats. Briefly orienteddirectional sign permit.

the Wisconsin manual provides in pdftat individual tourist- (b) The department may also remove a tourist—oriented-direc
orienteddirectional signs for intersection tourist-oriented direGjgng sign to facilitate construction, maintenareutility work

i i " i i — . . . . . . i . . . .

tional assemblies shall not exceed” 7&idth and the tourist— iinin the limits of the public highwajncluding sign erection or
orienteddirectional sign for advance tourist-oriented d'r.eCt'(’n%I'r]aintenancewhen approved by the departmefibe department
assemblieshall not exceed 60width and the standard siaad shallrestore the tourist-oriented directional sign upon completion

style of legend. : :

(d) A maximum of 4 tourist-oriented directional signs rbay of the work, if practlcable._ . N .
displayedon any one tourist-oriented directional assemily _ (€) Removal of atourist-oriented directional sign by the
maximum of 2 fourist-oriented directional assemblies shall bgepartmenshall not be stayed by the filing of any contested case,
allowedon each approach to an intersectignadren the depart by any appeal of the departmentfecision or order to remove the
ment deems itnecessatya maximum of 2 advance tourist-tourist-orienteddirectional sign, or while the final decisios
orienteddirectional assemblies may be permitted. pendingin any contested case ap.peal. A reviewing court may

(e) When there are 4 or fewkaurist—oriented directional signs ordera stay uporsuch terms as it deems proper pursuant to s.
to be placed on any one approach to an intersection, they shaléBé-54.Stats.
placedon one tourist—oriented directional assembiyhen only (d) Removal of atourist-oriented directional sign by the
one intersection tourist-oriented directional assembly is to laepartmentas a result of the departmentenial of apermit
placed,those tourist-oriented directional signs farsinesses, renewalshall not be stayed pending the final decision in any con
servicesor_ activ!ties to ’ghe Igft shalll be arrangged verticalpve testedcase or by appeal of the departmgdinial of the permit
thosetourist-orienteddirectional signs requiring a turn to therenewal. A reviewing court may order a stay upon such teams

right. Advance tourist-oriented directional signs require separai@ieems proper pursuant to s. 227.54, Stats.
tourist—orientedlirectional assemblies for businesses, sendces (€) The department may remosdourist-oriented directional

act|V|t|?As/LeqU|rr:ng tums to the rrllght4and t(.) tﬁe I_eft. d directi signat any time for any reason stated in this subsection whether
(f) When there are more than 4 tourist-oriented directiongls reason for removal occurs before or after issuance of the per

signsto be placed at an intersection, 2 tourist-oriented directiongl; e gepartment, renewal or denial of the permit or erection
assemblieshall beused, one assembly for those businesses, s(? ’

vicesor activities requiring turns to the right, and one assemb)*/rthe sign. ) . . .
for those requiring turns to the left. The tourist-orierdzde ~ (f) The department may remove a tourist-oriented directional
tional assembly foteft turns shall be placed further from the intersignat any time for any reason stated in this subsection whether
sectionthan the tourist-oriented directional assembly for righihe reasonfor removal results from action or inaction of the
turns.In special circumstances as determibgdhe department, departmentanapplicant, permittee, the departmertontractor
suchas at a T—intersectiaor at a crossroad intersection when ther any other persoar any other event or occurrence. The depart
number of potentially eligible businesses, services or activitiesrirent shall provide for restoration of the sign or refund if the
a particulardirection is limited, the 2 tourist—oriented directionatemovalresults from error of the departmeantthe departmerst’
assembliesnay contain up to a total 8ftourist-oriented direc  contractorin locating the tourist-oriented directional sign.
tional signs for businesses, services or activities located either to(g) In cases where the department removes a tourist-oriented
theright or left. directional sign before thepermit period has expired, except
(9) SIGN REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT. (a) The department yheregoodcause is shown under péa), the appropriate permit
may revoke or suspend an approved tourist-oriented directioqgh for any time remaining on the permit shall be refunded. No
sign permit and remove amglated tourist-oriented directional ;afundshall be provided for any temporary removal.

signsat any time for good cause including, butiiwited to, any (h) The department shall remove any sign which imitates or

of the following reasons: purportsto be a tourist-oriented directional sign and which is
1. Failure to comply with any of theestrictions under sub. determinedby the department to be installed without a valid

1), S s ; -
2. Failure to comply with any of the service standards undteoruns't orientedlirectional sign permit.
sub.(2): (10) CoMmPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW. To the extent changes

3. Failure to comply with any application or permit renewdp the tourist-oriented directional sign provisions of this section
requi'rement under sub. (4); arerequired in order to conform with more restrictive federal-stan

4. Failureto receive timely payment of any fee required b ardsfor specific information signs pursuant$086.195 (10),
the départment under sub. (5); Stats. the department shall promulgate an egeacy administra
5. Failure to comply with a’ny signing criteria under sub. (7 ive ruleunder s. 227.24, Stats., that supersedes this chapter when

i v with th 4 L verfederalstandards become more restrictive than this chapter
6. Failure to comply with the design and compositiequire History: Cr. RegisterJuly, 1992, No. 439, &8-1-92; correction in (1) (h) made
mentsunder sub. (8); unders. 13.93 (2m) (b., Stats., Register March 1999 No. 519; CR 06-103: am. (2)
i i 134 (e)5. b., c., (3) and (7) (a) Register July 2007 No. 6X98el—07; correction in (3)
th g Faltlure ttot complylwnhtﬁn € nc¥ .rl‘;:!e p¥O?U|gaéeddby madeunders. 13.92 (4) (b) 6., Stats., Register January 2012 No. 673; corrections in
edepartment 1o comply with more restrictive e aras (4) (a), (c), (5) (d) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6., Stats., Register February 2013 No.
686.

undersub. (9); or
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